
 

        

 

Governing Board Meeting 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021, 10:00AM 

715 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, KS 

In-Person / Zoom Meeting 
 

Attendees: 
Chip Westfall, President, Harvey County Commissioner; 
Shari Kaminska, Vice-President / FC, Elk County Commissioner; 
Kenny Baccus, Treasurer / FC Chair, Ottawa County Noxious Weed Director; 
Dan Partridge, Secretary, Director Lawrence-Douglas Co Public Health (Virtual); 

Keith Becker, FC, McPherson County Commissioner; 
Wayne Blackburn, FC, Engineer Coffey County (arrived 10:09am Virtual); 
Craig Cox, Deputy County Counselor Riley County; Max Dibble, Phillips County Commissioner; 
Dean Haselhorst, Ellis County Commissioner; Patti Israel, Ford County Appraiser (virtual); 
Richard Malm, Jefferson County Commissioner; Dr. Dee McKee, Pottawatomie County Commissioner; 
Brian Stone, Emergency Management Director, Cowley County; C.J. Wettstein, Seward County Commissioner (Virtual); 
Frank Williams, Operations Manager County EMS Director (left at lunch). 

Absent:   
Ed Eilert, Chairman, Board of Johnson County Commissioners; Susan Hubbell, Kingman County Register of Deeds; 
Don Pyle, Crawford County Clerk. 

Staff present: 

Bruce Chladny, Executive Director; Jay Hall, Legislative Director & General Counsel; Betty Oliva, Office Manager;  
Dornella Leal, Operations & Finance Director; Kim Qualls, Education & Communications Director. 

President Westfall called the meeting to order at 10:00AM 
Betty Oliva recorded attendance. 
 
Approval of the Agenda:  President Westfall asked if there were any amendments to the agenda, being none, asked for a 
motion to approve.  Dee McKee made a motion to approve, Brian Stone seconded the motion, motion carried. 

Approval of the Minutes:   
Craig Cox made a motion to approve the April 21, 2021 minutes, Keith Becker seconded the motion, motion carried. 
 
Reports: 
Executive Director, Bruce Chladny: 

• Traveling is opening up; various meetings are being held throughout the state. 

• Jay, Bruce, and Richard Malm attended the Southeast Regional meeting held in Yates Center. 

• Richard Malm and Bruce coordinated mailing a letter to non-NACo member counties, encouraging counties to join 
and the benefits of being a member. 

• Dornella and Bruce attended the Little KAC meeting in Colby, KS. Dornella gave a presentation about the KAC.  Bruce 
gave a presentation and answered questions about the 2021 Legislative session. 

• SB13 work group is developing the process and forms necessary to fulfill the requirements for SB13 in relation to 
property taxes.  There will be a SB13 virtual workshop for Commissioners on June 28th at 10:00am.  Stacy Jaramillo 
from the KS Department of Administration will be conducting the training. 

• Attended the Clerks Association meeting in Lenexa, KS on May 4th.  Attended the SB 13 training presented by Stacy 
Jaramillo. 

• Attended the Budget Workshop sponsored by the Kansas Dept. of Admin. as a way to better understand the County 
Government business side of our operations. 

• Attended the McPherson County Commission meeting with Commissioner Keith Becker as host, took a tour of the 
courthouse and met the staff. 

• Greg Watkins with WATCO Insurance Group may speak in the future on insurance options for member counties. 



 

• KAC staff attended a virtual computer demo with Matt Polovich, Director of Support, with Engagifii a software 
program offering efficient and ease of use for managing all data associated within our organization. 
 

Legislative Report, Jay Hall: 
Provided a review on the following items/bills: 

• Reviewed the end of the Legislative Session and how HB2313 was almost pushed through at the last hour. 

• OPIOD Legislation – met with Amanda Stanley with the League and will begin drafting an agreement for the OPIOD 
Legislation.  Will bring the language back to the KAC Board later this summer. 

• Re-districting – will hold hearings possibly 8 or 12 townhall meetings across the state.  Discussed possible interest for 
KAC to submit a congressional map. 

 
Education and Communications Director, Kim Qualls: 

Kim reported on current items: 

• Wednesday Webinars – provided the stats and the total number of views.  KAC is asking county subscribers to the 

program to share the monthly webinar registration information with all county employees to encourage larger 

attendance. 

• Now scheduling in person events. 

• Providing stronger communications. 

• Social media managers. 

• KCCA Conference is scheduled for June 8 – 10, 2021 at the Liberal Convention Center in Liberal, KS.  48 attendees 

are registered to date. 

• KAC Annual Conference - the hotel lodging information, exhibition information and the conference registration will 

be made available on Monday, May 24th.  The conference is being held at the Sheraton Hotel & Overland Park 

Convention Center, October 18 – 20, 2021. 

• Looking at in person education classes, with one class on county budget. 

• KAC website – working to post county events, conferences, etc. 

• Sending a survey monkey for topics at the KAC Conference. 

 

Finance Director, Dornella Leal: 
April Financial Summary:  April 2021 ended with a loss.  KAC is working with Dennis Kriesel, to partner with KALHD for training 
on the American Rescue Plan.  KAC’s annual audit for 2020 has begun with BT&Co. 
KAC membership dues for 2021 – unpaid dues include Unified Govt. Counties of Wyandotte. 
Affiliate dues for 2021 are all paid. 
Associate dues for 2021 – unpaid dues include Kansas County Administrators Association. 

Kenny Baccus reported the April 2021 Bills & Payrolls report was reviewed and found in order and made a motion to approve 
both the April 2021 financials and the April 2021 Bills & Payrolls report.  Keith Becker seconded the motion, motion carried. 
 

Richard Malm, NACo Representative Report: 

Richard reminded when a new county joins NACo, the county will have their registration fee waived to attend the NACo 

Annual Conference.  This year’s conference will be held July 9-12, 2021 at the Gaylord Nashville Resort, outside of 

Washington DC and will be hybrid.  President Westfall expressed the importance of having good representation; Richard 

and Bruce will attend. 

Richard encouraged counties to become a member of the National Association of Counties and to visit their website at:  

https://www.naco.org/membership.  There are many benefits available for member counties. 

Additional discussion ensued as Richard Malm’s term will expire this year. 

 

Lunch break 

 

Old Business:  

KCCA, KAC and NACo dues.  Consider billing KAC and NACo dues at the same time.  The future of KCCA, the structure of 

billings and membership dues for KCCA and KAC. 

https://www.naco.org/membership


 
Bruce will provide lists of current county memberships with KCCA and NACo. 

 

New Business:  

KAC Staff response to American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) program: 

No funds have been received yet. 

The SPARK office is remaining in place and will continue to work with the county representatives.  Some counties had hired 

3rd party representatives that may no-longer be in place; SPARK is working to identify the county’s current actual contact. 

 

Comments and Announcements, President Westfall: 

• 30-30 Program filed a bill, called de-fund, de-act the land conservation program.  

• How to have “Mass Communications”. 

• KAC needs to have emergency system in place when time is critical.  Consider “Text App”. 

• Discussion of the 2nd Amendment Sanctuary. 

• Kansas Legislature passed a bill this year, where the National Investment Corporation, in certain counties in Kansas, 
can host a major bank site in your county.  There is a local tax that must be collected, and it must be used for 
community development.  This is a Pilot Program currently in Harvey County; Heston is going to do this.  Looking at 
additional rural areas. 

• Harvey County is having a 3-4 day budget sessions in June.  Every Legislature has been invited.  Encourages other 
counties to do the same. 

 
Board Member comments: 

CJ Wettstein welcomed everyone to come too Liberal for the upcoming KCCA Conference, June 8 – 10, 2021.  They’re 

looking forward to seeing everyone. 

 

The next KAC Board Meeting will be virtual on June 16, 2021, at 9:00AM. 

 
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 1:00PM 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Dan Partridge, Secretary 
Betty Oliva, Office Manager 


